
For questions or concerns, please 
contact Melissa Brooks at 405‐534‐
4893. 
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In Memoriam  
Sonya L. Patterson  

 CAFEE 
  

 CAFEE is a diverse coalition of 
representatives from state and local law 
enforcement, the courts, social services, 
and the financial and insurance 
industries. CAFEE member 
organizations are dedicated to 
protecting Oklahoma County’s most 
vulnerable citizens while respecting 
their rights as adults. For more 
information, please contact Melissa 
Brooks at  

      melissa.brooks@laok.org 
 

Mutual of America 
Mutual of America has specialized in     
providing retirement products and related    
services to organizations and their employees, 
as well as individuals, for over 70 years. As a 
mutual  company, we do not have stockholders 
and are not publicly  traded. We operate solely 
for the benefit of our customers, managing the     
Company for their long-term interest, rather 
than for the short-term demands of           
stockholders.    
 Mutual of America is a leading provider of 
retirement products, offering personalized  
service at a competitive price to help plan  
participants and individuals build and preserve 
assets for a financially secure future. Integrity, 
prudence, and reliability are the values that 
have guided us since our inception and that 
continue to serve us well. For more 
information, please visit mutualofamerica.com.  
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Sonya Lea Patterson, 30, of Oklahoma City 
passed from this life on September 5, 2015, 
from an ATV accident. She was born on 
August 5, 1985 in Ft. Hood, TX. After 
graduating from Oak Grove High School in 
2003, she then received a Bachelor of 
Business management from Oklahoma State 
University in 2007. Her education dream was 
realized, upon completion of a juris doctorate 
degree from Oklahoma City University 
School of Law in 2012.  
Sonya was a bright, shining star in the legal 
profession. While in law school, Sonya served 
as Pro Bono Coordinator and President for the 
Public Interest Law Group, and was an active 
participant in the International Human Rights 
Law Group. She was on the Dean’s List and 
Faculty Honor Roll, and a member of Phi 
Delta Phi. She studied abroad in Zanzibar in 
the areas of human trafficking, slavery, and 
piracy. She was a Merit Scholar, Licensed 
Legal Intern, and completed the Child Abuse 
and Neglect Interdisciplinary Training 
Program.  
Sonya had an impressive career during her 
three short years as a lawyer. Sonya joined 
Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma in 2012 and 
was a fearless advocate for domestic violence 
victims. She would take on any case for her 
client, no matter how complicated. She was a 
great mentor and 
example for law 
students and new 
lawyers. While it 
is impossible to 
measure, there is 
no doubt Sonya 
saved lives 
through her 
work.  
 

About Our Sponsors  

Written materials will be sent to all       
registrants prior to the event. 

Warning Signs of Elder Abuse 

Financ ia l  exp lo i tat ion  warning  
s igns :  
-S ign i f ican t  wi thdrawals  f rom the  
e lde r ' s  accoun t s  
-Sudden  changes  in  the  e lde r ' s     
f inanc ia l  cond i t ion  
- I t ems  o r  cash  miss ing  f rom the  
sen io r ' s  househo ld  
-Susp ic ious  changes  in  wi l l s ,  
power  of  a t to rney ,  t i t l e s ,  and    
po l i c i e s  
-Addi t ion  o f  names  to  the  sen ior ' s  
s igna tu re  ca rd  
-F inanc ia l  ac t iv i ty  the  sen ior    
cou ldn ' t  have  done ,  such  as  an  
ATM wi thdrawal  when  the  accoun t    
ho lde r  i s  bedr idden  
-Unnecessa ry  se rv ices ,  goods ,  o r  
subsc r ip t ions  
Heal thcare  fraud or  abuse   
warning  s igns :  
-Dupl ica te  b i l l ings  fo r  the  same  
medica l  se rv ice  or  dev ice  
-Ev idence  o f  overmedica t ion  o r    
under -medica t ion  
-Ev idence  o f  inadequa te  ca re  
when  b i l l s  a re  pa id  in  fu l l  
-P rob lems  wi th  the  ca re  fac i l i ty :  
poor ly  t r a ined ,  poor ly  pa id ,  o r     
i n su f f ic i en t  s t a f f ;  c rowding ;          
i nadequa te  r e sponses  to  ques t ions  
abou t  ca re .  
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Phys ica l  abuse  warn ing  s igns :  
-Unexp la ined  s igns  o f  in ju ry ,  such  a s  
b ru i se s ,  we l t s ,  o r  sca rs ,  e spec i a l ly  i f  
t hey  appear  symmet r i ca l l y  on  two  
s ides  o f  t he  body  
-Broken  bones ,  sp ra ins ,  o r  
d i s loca t ions  
-Repor t  o f  d rug  ove rdose  o r  appa ren t  
f a i lu re  t o  t ake  med ica t ion  r egu la r ly  
( a  p resc r ip t ion  has  more  r emain ing  
than  i t  shou ld )  
-Broken  eyeg las ses  o r  f r ames  
-S igns  o f  be ing  r e s t r a ined ,  such  a s  
rope  marks  on  wr i s t s  
-Careg ive r ' s  r e fusa l  t o  a l low you  to  
see  the  e lde r  a lone  
Emot iona l  abuse  warning  s igns:  
-Th rea ten ing ,  be l i t t l i ng ,  o r  
con t ro l l i ng  ca reg ive r  behav io r  
-Behav io r  f rom the  e lde r  tha t  mimics  
demen t ia ,  such  a s  rock ing ,  suck ing ,  
o r  mu mbl ing  to  themse lves  
Sexua l  abuse  warn ing  s igns :  
-Bru i ses  a round  b reas t s  o r  gen i t a l s  
-Unexp la ined  vag ina l  o r  ana l  
b leed ing  
-Torn ,  s t a ined ,  o r  b loody  
underc lo th ing  
Elder  neg lec t  or  se l f -neg lec t  
warning  s igns :  
-Unusua l  we igh t  lo s s ,  ma lnu t r i t i on ,  
dehydra t i on  
-Un t r ea ted  phys i ca l  p rob lems ,  such  
a s  bed  so res  
-Unsan i t a ry  l iv ing  cond i t ions :  d i r t ,  
bugs ,  so i l ed  bedd ing  and  c lo thes  
-Be ing  l e f t  d i r t y  o r  unba thed  
-Unsu i t ab le  c lo th ing  o r  cove r ing  fo r  
t he  wea the r  
-Unsa fe  l i v ing  cond i t ions  (no  hea t  o r  
runn ing  wa te r ;  f au l ty  e l ec t r i ca l  
w i r ing ,  o the r  f i re  haza rds )  
-Dese r t i on  o f  t he  e lde r  a t  a  pub l i c  
p lace .  
 

Schedule of Events  
Time Suggested Track Workshop Title Speaker(s) Speaker’s Title (in order) 
8:30 to 8:45 All Opening Michael Figgins Executive Director of Legal Aid Ser‐

vices of Oklahoma (LASO) 
9:00‐9:50 All The Impact of Elder Abuse and Exploita‐

tion 
Dr. Donald Courtney, 

MD 
Physician of Geriatric Medicine at OU 
Medicine 

10:05 to 10:55 Social Workers and 
Law Enforcement 

Gaslighting Revisited Kristin Siegel and 
Vineeth Hemavathi 

Staff Attorneys at LASO 

10:05 to 10:55 Lawyers  Autonomy Concerns  Rick Goralewicz and 
Melissa Brooks 

Senior Law Project Attorney at LASO/ 
Staff Attorney at LASO  

10:05 to 10:55 Social Workers Seniors and Housing: Hoarding and Other 
Barriers 

Jennifer Montagna,   
Michael Matthews, 

and Kimala Hubbard 

Staff Attorneys at LASO/ Case Man‐
ager at Sunbeam Family Services Sen‐
ior Shelter 

11:10 to 12:00 Lawyers Planning for Disability and Elder Orphans Jill Watskey Attorney at Office of Jill Watskey, 
PLLC 

11:10 to 12:00 Law Enforcement and 
Social Workers 

Caregiver Stress (Panel) Amanda Gorsuch and   
Alzheimer's Associa‐
tion Representative 

Activities Director at Daily Living        
Centers/ Alzheimer’s Association 

12:10 to 12:50  All  Lunch and Keynote Speakers Judge Richard Kirby 
and Judge Allen 

Welch 

Oklahoma County Special Judge/         
Oklahoma County Associate Judge 

1:15 to 2:05 Law Enforcement Destigmatizing Victims with Alzheimer’s 
and  

Dementia  

TBA   

2:20 to 3:50 Law Enforcement and 
Social Workers 

Interviewing Techniques for Advocates and 
First Responders 

Peter Haddock and   
Casey Cox 

OBA General Counsel/ Supervisor 
White Collar Crime Division, FBI 

4:05 to 4:55  All Multidisciplinary Teams/ Working with 
Faith Communities  

Georgia Anetzberger, 
Clayton Johnson, and 
Rev. Dr. John Belzer 

Geriatric Psychologist/ Special Agent, 
FBI/ Former Gerontology Physician at 
OU Medicine 

4:05 to 4:55  Lawyers and Social 
Workers 

Ethics of Elder Abuse Prevention and Liti‐
gation 

Joe Balkenbush Oklahoma Bar Association Ethics 
Counsel  

4:05 to 4:55 Lawyers and Law        
Enforcement 

Trauma Informed Advocacy (Panel) Rick Goralewicz, 
Cathy Wood, and Sara 

Murphy Bondurant 

Senior Law Project Attorney at LASO/ 
Trainer at OK‐DHS Adult Protective    
Services/ Associate at Graftwal Raven 
and Reserve Deputy in Canadian 
County, Oklahoma 

Warning Signs of Elder Abuse 


