
THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY’S 

2010-2011 CLE PRO BONO TRAINING PROGRAM

The Legal Aid Society is proud to present its annual training series for attorneys interested in participating 

in The Society's Pro Bono Program.  

These seminars are open to Second Acts®* attorneys who are transitioning from a full-time legal practice or 

have retired and wish to contribute their time and expertise on behalf of low-income New Yorkers.  In ad-

dition, deferred " rst year associates are encouraged to attend to further develop their pro bono portfolios 

upon return to their law " rms in 2011.

The training sessions will be conducted at participating New York City law " rms beginning on December 

2, 2010 with Not-for-Pro" t Incorporation, and continuing through April of 2011. They cover diverse aspects 

of the Society's practice: children's rights, administrative hearings and appeals, immigration law, commu-

nity economic development, criminal appeals, prisoners' rights, family law, HIV/AIDS representation, low 

income taxpayers' rights, and general civil practice.  Outstanding faculty from The Legal Aid Society and the 

private bar are experts in their " elds of practice.  

Participating Attorneys may attend every session of interest.  Training is without charge, but attorneys who 

attend one or more of the sessions are expected to undertake the pro bono representation of one or more 

Legal Aid Society clients over the course of the following year.  Additional information about The Legal Aid 

Society and its Pro Bono Practice can be found on our website, www.legal-aid.org.  

Please complete the Registration Form on the last page and return it by email to Rosemary Hare-Bey, Pro 

Bono Coordinator, at rharebey@legal-aid.org.   Electronic training materials and applicable legal forms 

will be provided at each program.  Each training session listed below provides two hours of Mandatory 

Continuing Legal Education Credit ("CLE"), including Bridge the Gap. Additionally, unless we are informed 

otherwise, all participants will be enrolled as members of the NYC Pro Bono Center.  This site provides pro 

bono attorneys online access to training materials, news, case opportunities, and other valuable pro bono 

resources across a wide range of substantive areas. 

Registration for each session will be between 6:00 - 6:30 p.m., unless otherwise noted.  The program imme-

diately will follow, concluding at 8:30 p.m.  Security procedures at participating law ! rms mandate pre-

registration.  Space is limited at each session, so please RSVP as early as possible to ensure participation.

We look forward to an exciting and valuable Pro Bono Training Program that will enhance the Legal Aid 

Society’s partnership with your " rm.

* Second Acts® is a registered trademark of the Pro Bono Institute in Washington, D.C.



The Law of Prisoners’ Rights

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Hosted by Hunton & Williams LLP

200 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10166

Learn the substantive law applied in prisoners’ civil rights litiga-

tion, including claims of cruel and unusual punishment, denial of 

due process, violation of other substantive constitutional rights, 

the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Religious Land Use 

and Institutionalized Persons Act.

Faculty Chairs: John Boston, Esq., Prisoners’ Rights Project, and 

Betsy Ginsberg, Esq., Benjamin Cardozo School of Law

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 2 hours of professional practice/prac-

tice management. This program provides transitional credit for 

newly admitted attorneys.

Representation of Abused Prisoners

Tuesday, March 22, 2011

Hosted by Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP

1301 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10019

Acquire the knowledge to represent inmates in prison brutality 

litigation.  This seminar will focus on identifying and obtaining 

relevant government documents; analyzing factual and relevant 

legal issues; and taking and defending depositions.

Faculty Chairs: Jonathan Chasan, Esq., and Mary Lynne Werlwas, 

Esq., Prisoners’ Rights Project

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 2 hours of skills. This program provides 

transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys.  

Prisoners’ Civil Litigation in Federal Court

Thursday, March 10, 2011

Hosted by Hunton & Williams LLP

200 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10166

Learn the basics of representing prisoners in civil rights litigation 

in Federal Court, including proper defendants, immunity issues, 

relationship of § 1983 and habeas corpus, and navigating the 

Prison Litigation Reform Act.

Faculty Chairs: John Boston, Esq., Prisoners’ Rights Project, and 

Betsy Ginsberg, Esq., Benjamin Cardozo School of Law

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/prac-

tice management and 1 hour skills. This program provides tran-

sitional credit for newly admitted attorneys.

Reclamation of Seized Property

Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Hosted by Mayer Brown LLP

1675 Broadway, New York, NY 10019 

Learn the fundamentals of representing persons whose proper-

ty has been seized by the New York City Police Department.  The 

session will cover the substantive law of forfeiture, the process 

of obtaining prompt administrative review, and how to pursue 

CPLR Article 78, Replevin and damage actions.

Faculty Chair:  Steven Wasserman, Esq., Criminal Defense Prac-

tice 

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/prac-

tice management and 1 hour skills. This program provides tran-

sitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

Criminal Appeals

Tuesday, December 7, 2010 

Hosted by Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP

450 Lexington Avenue, New York,  NY 10017

Acquire the knowledge to represent criminal defendants in the 

Appellate Division. This seminar will focus on the procedural and 

substantive law underlying criminal appeals.  Attendance will 

enable volunteers to represent Legal Aid’s clients under the su-

pervision of the Criminal Appeals Bureau. 

Faculty Chair:  David Crow, Esq., Criminal Appeals Bureau

CLE Credit:  2 credits total: 2 hours of professional practice/prac-

tice management.  This program provides transitional credit for

newly admitted attorneys.

CRIMINAL LAW LITIGATION

PRISONERS’ RIGHTS



Social Security Disability

Tuesday, February 8, 2011

Hosted by Shearman & Sterling LLP

599 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10022 

 

Learn how to represent disabled children and adults at administrative hearings before 

the Social Security Administration. Successful clients receive higher monthly income 

and are entitled to Medicaid or Medicare bene" ts to cover the cost of medical treat-

ment. The session will cover Social Security law and practice including how to gather 

and analyze medical evidence, the examination of parties and witnesses, drafting ef-

fective pre-hearing memoranda, and oral argument.

Faculty Chairs: Anne Callagy, Esq., and Jocelyne Martinez, Esq., Civil Practice

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/practice management and 

1 hour skills. This program provides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

Article 78 Proceedings

Tuesday, February 22, 2011

Hosted by Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper & Scinto

1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104

Gain the knowledge to litigate an appeal of an administrative 

decision in State Supreme Court and the Appellate Division. 

Participants will learn to draft legal pleadings, memoranda, con-

duct oral argument, and perfect an appeal. These proceedings 

are the last avenues of redress for many of Legal Aid’s clients 

who have lost government bene" ts or public housing. 

Faculty Chair: Ellen Davidson, Esq., Civil Practice

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/

practice management and 1 hour skills. This program provides 

transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys.      

New York City Housing Authority

Thursday, January 13, 2011

Hosted by Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP

Four Times Square, New York, NY 10036

Learn to represent public housing residents where the New 

York City Housing Authority is seeking to terminate tenancy 

due to alleged breach of lease or the Housing Authority’s rules 

and regulations. This session will give an overview of the sub-

stantive and procedural law, and train participants to engage 

in fact-" nding and document discovery, prepare witnesses, and 

conduct direct and cross examination. 

Faculty Chair: Robert Desir, Esq., Civil Practice  

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: .75 hour of professional practice/

practice management, .75 hour skills and .5 ethics. This program

provides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys.

Housing Preservation Actions

Tuesday, January 11, 2011

Hosted by Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP

80 Pine Street, New York, NY 10005 

Learn to initiate and litigate proceedings on behalf of tenants whose landlords willfully 

refuse to provide the most basic of services, including heat and hot water during the 

winter.  The session will address the drafting of pleadings, pre-litigation research, how 

to obtain evidence, and strategies for e$ ectively litigating the action to a successful 

conclusion. Cases provide an excellent opportunity to engage in settlement confer-

ences and hearings. 

Faculty Chair:  April Newbauer, Esq., and Brooke Drew, Esq., Civil Practice

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/practice management and 

1 hour skills. This program provides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

HOUSING LAW

ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS AND APPEALS



CHILDRENS’ RIGHTS

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status

Thursday, April 7, 2011

Hosted by Latham & Watkins LLP

885 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022

Learn how to help obtain lawful immigration status for un-

documented NY youth who have su$ ered from abuse, aban-

donment, or neglect.  The training will focus on Special Im-

migrant Juvenile Status (“SIJS”), providing an overview of the 

laws and institutions involved in SIJS, and guidance for pro 

bono lawyers working with undocumented youth.

Faculty Chair:  Cristina Romero, Esq., Civil Practice

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/

practice management and 1 hour skills. This program pro-

vides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys.

Habeas Corpus Petitions for Detained Non-Citizens

Tuesday, April 26, 2011

Hosted by Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP

One Battery Park Plaza, New York, NY 10004 

Learn how to " le and litigate habeas corpus petitions in Fed-

eral District Court on behalf of detained non-citizens facing 

removal from the United States.  Topics will include manda-

tory detention, prolonged detention, and inde" nite deten-

tion.  The session will provide practitioners with an overview 

of the substantive law, current procedures and general re-

quirements for exhausting administrative remedies and " l-

ing habeas petitions.

Faculty Chairs: Amy Meselson, Esq., Civil Practice 

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/

practice management and 1 hour skills. This program pro-

vides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

Early Intervention and Preschool Special Education for Foster Children 

Kathryn A. McDonald Education Advocacy Project

Tuesday, March 15, 2011

Hosted by Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP

80 Pine Street, New York, NY 10005 

Develop the ability to access critical educational/developmental services for young children ages 0-5 

who are the subjects of abuse and neglect proceedings in the New York City Family Courts. The session 

will include an overview of the Early Intervention Program and the Preschool Special Education sys-

tem, a discussion of the barriers interfering with children’s access to available services while they are in 

foster care, and an explanation of how to advocate to overcome these obstacles.

Faculty Chair:  Cara Chambers, Esq., Juvenile Rights Practice

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 2 hours of professional practice/practice management.  This program pro-

vides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

IMMIGRATION LAW

 Clients from the Education Advocacy Project meet with their 

lawyers from Cahill, Gordon & Reindel LLP.



COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Advising Micro-Entrepreneurs 

Tuesday, January 18, 2011

Hosted by Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP

1285 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10019 

Attain an overview of the available business structures for the 

formation of a micro business, including the advantages and 

disadvantages of using a corporation, partnership, limited lia-

bility company, or sole proprietorship.  The session will include 

a role-playing exercise highlighting the legal issues surround-

ing business structures as well as the shareholder, employment, 

and other similar agreements involved in the formation of a 

business.

Faculty Chairs:  Mark A. Underberg, Esq. and Justin Hamill, Esq., 

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP; and Rolando Gon-

zalez, Esq., The Legal Aid Society

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/prac-

tice management and 1 hour skills. This program provides

transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

Not-For-Pro! t Incorporation

Thursday, December 2, 2010

Hosted by Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

919 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10022 

*please note start time of 6:15 p.m.

Acquire expertise in incorporating not-for-pro" t entities and se-

curing their federal tax-exempt status.  The faculty will cover basic 

due diligence by attorneys to learn about an organization prior to 

drafting any documents, preparation of the not-for-pro" t charter 

and bylaws, and application to the IRS for tax exempt recognition. 

Faculty Chairs:  Seth L. Rosen, Esq., and Rhea F. Gordon, Esq., De-

bevoise & Plimpton LLP; David A. Stein, Esq., Withers Bergman 

LLP; Jonathan A. Small, Esq., Non-Pro" t Coordinating Committee 

of New York; and Susan Chase, Esq., The Legal Aid Society

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour ethics, .5 hour of professional 

practice/practice management, .5 hour skills. This program pro-

vides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

Employment Law for Nonpro! ts and Small Businesses

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Hosted by O’Melveny & Myers LLP

7 Times Square, New York, NY 10036

This seminar provides an overview of best practices in employment law for counsel representing nonpro" t organizations and low-

income small businesses.  These nonpro" ts and small businesses must adopt employment policies that are fair, understood by all 

employees, and that minimize disputes and litigation  Topics covered will include: hiring and termination; employee evaluation and 

discipline; the proper classi" cation of employees and independent contractors; wage and hour laws; and exempt versus nonexempt 

employees.  Special issues involving nonpro" t organizations will also be examined, including the proper use of volunteers and the 

payment of stipends. 

Faculty Chairs:  Mark Robertson, Esq., Tony Dilello, Esq., and Sloane Giddon, Esq., O’Melveny & Myers LLP; Stephen Falla-Ri$ , Esq., The 

Legal Aid Society

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1.5 hours of professional practice/practice management and .5 hour skills. This program provides transi-

tional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

Members of the Arcoiris Worker Cooperative with Legal Aid Society Community De-

velopment Project sta"  attorneys and a Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP attorney-ex-

tern at the opening of the cooperative and its new warehouse facility in East Harlem.



LOW-INCOME TAXPAYERS

Representing the Low-Income Taxpayer in a Collection Matter

Thursday, March 24, 2011

Hosted by Kramer Levin Naftalis & Frankel LLP

1177 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10036

In the current economic climate, low-income taxpayers face more agressive tax enforce-

ment by both the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS”) and New York State.  This training will 

provide the basics in analyzing a collection matter to determine the relevant facts, collec-

tion alternatives available to the taxpayer, the various procedural issues to consider, and 

strategies to pursue in helping the taxpayer resolve the tax debt.

Faculty Chairs: Elizabeth Hay, Esq., Juan Beritan, Esq., and Daniel Hsiung, Esq., Civil Practice

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/practice management and 1 

hour skills. This program provides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys.

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Corporate Bankruptcy for Small Businesses in Distress

Wednesday , February 16, 2011

Hosted by Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

767 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10153

Obtain the knowledge to assist low-income small businesses - 

corporations, partnerships, or sole proprietorships - faced with 

" nancial distress due to loss of a lease, sustained business slow-

down, " nancing issues, or an unforeseen disaster, by analyzing 

the relevant circumstances and weighing the potential courses 

of action.  While the session is focused predominantly on " ling 

for bankruptcy relief and using the protections a$ orded under 

the Bankruptcy Code, the session also includes a discussion of 

other key actions by which low-income business owners might 

salvage or, if necessary, wind down their companies.  These 

include out-of-court workouts, assignments for the bene" t of 

creditors, winding up under state law, and obtaining " nancing 

from the Small Business Administration. 

Faculty Chairs: Marcia Goldstein, Esq., Alfredo Perez, Esq., Ronit 

J. Berkovich, Esq., Abigail Zigman, Esq., and Candace Arthur, 

Esq., Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP 

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 2 hours of professional practice/prac-

tice management. This program provides transitional credit for 

newly admitted attorneys.

Intellectual Property for the Micro-Entrepreneur

Thursday, February 10, 2011

Hosted by Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

180 Maiden Lane, New York, NY 10038 

Learn basic principles of copyright, trademark, trade secret, and 

patent law, with emphasis on how micro-entrepreneurs should 

be advised as they develop their business ideas and confront 

the need to protect their own intellectual property assets and 

avoid infringing the intellectual property rights of others.  The 

session will include discussion of the advantages of timely reg-

istration, practicalities of various search options, strategies for 

obtaining federal registration, and issues raised when the mi-

cro-entrepreneur’s business includes an online presence.

Faculty Chairs:  Ian DiBernardo, Esq., Jason Sobel, Esq., and Rich-

ard Eskew, Esq., Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/prac-

tice management and 1 hour skills. This program provides tran-

sitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

Negotiating a Commercial Lease 

Thursday, February 24, 2011

Hosted by Nixon Peabody LLP

437 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10022 

Acquire knowledge to negotiate and draft commercial leases.  

This seminar will focus on basic terms and conditions of a mod-

el commercial lease.

Faculty Chair: Arthur Rosner, Esq., and David Portal, Esq., Nixon 

Peabody LLP;  Stephen Falla-Ri$ , Esq., The Legal Aid Society

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/prac-

tice management and 1 hour skills. This program provides tran-

sitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 



How to Draft a Will for Low-Income Elderly 

Tuesday, April 5, 2011

Hosted by Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP

One Liberty Plaza, New York, NY 10006 

Learn how to draft a will for seniors with small estates.  Atten-

dance at this session will prepare you to interview the client, 

assess the information collected, and draft the appropriate 

documents.

Faculty Chair: Mark Nadeau, Esq.,  Naura Keiser, Esq., and Ela-

na Feuer, Esq., Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP 

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/

practice management and 1 hour skills. This program pro-

vides transitional credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

Representing Clients with HIV/AIDS

Tuesday, April 12, 2011

Hosted by Sidley Austin LLP

787 Seventh Avenue, New York, NY 10019

Receive comprehensive training on substantive law and 

procedure as well as ethical considerations in assisting indi-

viduals living with HIV/AIDS, including con" dentiality, gov-

ernment and public bene" ts, family law and future care and 

custody planning (estate law, guardianship, standby guard-

ianship), health care directives (living wills and health care 

proxies) and consumer debt issues.

Faculty Chair: Diane LaGamma, Esq., Civil Practice

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 1 hour of professional practice/

practice management, .5 hour ethics and .5 hour skills. This 

program provides transitional credit for newly admitted at-

torneys. 

CLIENTS WITH HIV/AIDS

Overview of Foreclosure Process and Defenses

Thursday, April 14, 2011

Hosted by Kasowitz, Benson, Torres, & Friedman LLP

1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019

Learn about the federal and state laws and regulations gov-

erning current lending practices and the foreclosure process 

in New York State.   

Faculty Chair:  Oda Friedheim, Esq., Civil Practice

CLE Credit:  2 credits total: 2 hours of professional practice/

practice management.  This program provides transitional 

credit for newly admitted attorneys.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Immigration Remedies for Domestic Violence Victims

Thursday, January 20, 2011

Hosted by Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

767 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10153

 

Learn about immigration remedies for domestic violence 

victims, including Violence Against Women’s Act (“VAWA”) 

self-petitions, battered spouse waivers, and U visas.  Volun-

teers will be trained in basic family-based immigration law, 

domestic violence-related immigration law, and prepara-

tion of domestic violence-related immigration applications.  

Attorneys will be prepared to represent battered women in 

basic domestic violence-related immigration cases.

Faculty Chairs: Marisol Arriaga, Esq., and Jack Newton, Esq., 

Civil Practice

CLE Credit: 2 credits total: 2 hours of professional practice/

practice management. This program provides transitional 

credit for newly admitted attorneys. 

TRUSTS AND ESTATESPREDATORY LENDING



REGISTRATION FORM
NAME

LAW FIRM/AFFILIATION

ADDRESS

EMAIL

TELEPHONE

Please enroll me in the following training sessions: 

Please complete and email to Rosemary Hare-Bey, Pro Bono Coordinator, at RHarebey@legal-aid.org.

Marlene Halpern

Supervising Attorney for Pro Bono

MIHalpern@legal-aid.org

(212) 577-3288

Rosemary Hare-Bey

Pro Bono Coordinator

RHarebey@legal-aid.org

(212) 577-3358

Katie Niejadlik

Pro Bono Administrator

KANiejadlik@legal-aid.org

(212) 577-3919

The Legal Aid Society has been certi# ed by the New York State Continuing Legal Education Board as an Accredited Provider 

of continuing legal education and of pro bono CLE in the State of New York.

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS

◊ Special Education Advocacy 

CRIMINAL LAW LITIGATION

◊ Criminal Appeals

◊ Reclamation of Seized Property 

PRISONERS' RIGHTS

◊ Prisoners' Civil Litigation in Federal Court

◊ The Law of Prisoners' Rights 

◊ Representation of Abused Prisoners

ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS & APPEALS

◊ New York City Housing Authority

◊ Social Security Disability

◊ Article 78 Proceedings

HOUSING LAW

◊ Housing Preservation Actions 

IMMIGRATION LAW

◊ Special Immigration Juvenile Status

◊ Habeas Corpus Petitions for Detained Non-Citizens

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT         

◊ Not-for-Pro" t Incorporation

◊ Advising Micro Entrepreneurs 

◊ Negotiating a Commercial Lease

◊ Intellectual Property

◊ Corporate Bankruptcy

◊ Employment Law for Non-Pro" ts and Small Businesses 

TRUSTS AND ESTATES

◊ How to Draft a Will for Low-Income Elderly 

HIV/AIDS

◊ Representation of Clients with HIV/AIDS 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

◊ Immigration Remedies for Battered Women 

REPRESENTING LOW-INCOME TAX PAYERS

◊ Representing the Low-Income Taxpayer in a Collection Matter

PREDATORY LENDING

◊ Overview of Foreclosure Process and Defenses
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