MAKING THE CASE FOR LIFE:
Lawyers and the Death Penalty

Akin Adepoju, RWU School

of Law Class of 2004, serves in
the Trial and Capital Habeas
Units at the Federal Defender’s
Office for the Western District

of Pennsylvania. Before his
appointment with the Federal
Defender, he was a J. Kirk
Osborn Fellow with the Fair
Trial Initiative, a death penalty
litigation organization in North
Carolina. Akin has assisted in
representing clients in a wide
variety of cases, from capital trials
in state court to white collar
offenses, acts of terrorism, and on
death row in federal court. Akin
currently serves on the boards of
Fair Trial Initiative and the ACLU
of Pennsylvania, and as co-chair
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